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Become Part of Your
Local Ballooning Community

 
Join the 

Willamette Aerostat Society
You will find an application on 

page 8 of this newsletter

Just print out the application, fill in  your 
information, and mail it along with your 

check to our club treasurer
 

It’s as easy as that

See you out on 
a launch field 
this summer. 

The next WAS 
meeting will be 
held Oct. 12 at 

1:00 PM.

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:Chevy1320racing@yahoo.com
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

July 4-7, 2019
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs,	ID
https://www.
tetonvalleyballoonrally.com/
index.html

July 20-21, 2019
Jefferson Mint Festival Fly-Out
Jefferson,	OR
Contact:	mariledoux@gmail.com

July 25-29, 2019
Ruby Mountain Rally
Elko,	NV
http://www.
rubymountainballoonfestival.com

August 23-25, 2019
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 28-Sept 1, 2019
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	Idaho
https://spiritofboise.com

September 6-8, 2019
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
For	more	information:	
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 13-15, 2019
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas,	CA
Contact:	Jeff	Haliczer

September 27-29, 2019
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

October 5-13, 2019
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque,	New	Mexico
https://www.balloonfiesta.com

October 16-20, 2019
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:
https://
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

Because I am also fixed wing 
rated I have learned like every 
winged pilot, to judge glide angles 
especially over power lines:  Find 
a spot on the ground beyond the 
powerline and see whether the 
power line ascends or descends 
against that spot.  That tells you 
whether you are sinking into or 
climbing over the lines. 
 If it becomes a “serious” matter 
I have no reservations about a 
steady descent over powerlines.  But 
I crack my backup burner as pilot 

light backup and I use short bursts to 
maintain the descent while assuring 
the main burner flame is always 
present. 
 I listen carefully for any change 
in sound or performance and 
respond accordingly. This is also 
a good technique when landing 
in the lee of a tree line in windy 
conditions. 
 It is easier for a balloon to 
maintain a trajectory, like a descent 
than to get it to alter trajectory like 
from level flight to steep descent. 

There is a lot of mass that needs to 
change direction in a balloon. 
 Once the obstacle is cleared 
increasing the descent rate, if 
required, is easier because of its 
downward momentum. 
 I started flying balloons 
in 1980 and have never had a 
powerline contact while using these 
techniques. 

How’s Your Vertical Control?
By	Bob	LeDoux 

https://www.tetonvalleyballoonrally.com/index.html
https://www.tetonvalleyballoonrally.com/index.html
https://www.tetonvalleyballoonrally.com/index.html
mailto:mariledoux@gmail.com
http://www.rubymountainballoonfestival.com
http://www.rubymountainballoonfestival.com
https://spiritofboise.com
https://www.balloonfiesta.com
https://wallawallaballoonstampede.com
https://wallawallaballoonstampede.com
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You can’t find a more 
accommodating town than Grants 
Pass. People go out of their way to 
make you feel welcome and to help 
you out. The fact that we had perfect 
ballooning weather for the entire 
three-day festival made our weekend 
all the more enjoyable.

The event has two major 
components: balloon flights and 
kites. You never think of those two 
things together, yet it seems to work. 
The balloons launch at Parkside 
Elementary School, which is more 
or less in the center of town. The 
kites are staged out on farm land 
west of town.

On our first flight of the weekend 
Tim didn’t get too far. He landed 
in a large backyard in town. The 
owners weren’t at home, but the 
neighbor was. She had been out 
walking her dog and had stopped to 
chat with the chase crew. She gave 

If you are looking for good vibes in June go to the —

permission to land in her yard 
before Tim was even down. 
It was easy to walk Knight-
N-Gale over to her back yard. 
She kept asking us if there 
was anything she could do to 
help, so we put her too work. 
(Never turn down free labor!)

After spending some time 
with her we learned she had 
just moved to Grants Pass 
from Paradise, California. 
She had gone through the horrific 
wildfire last summer. At one point 
I said, “Welcome to Grants Pass!” 
She told us with tears in her eyes 
that having us land there was the 
very best greeting she could ever 
have dreamed of. On top of that it 
sounds like she will be on our crew 
next year. It was as positive of an 
exchange with a landowner that I’ve 
ever had!

The next two mornings Tim 
landed out on 
the festival 
grounds. 
No need for 
landowner 
permission 
there. The 
pilots had been 
asked not to 
land in the 
alfalfa fields, 
but they all 
managed to 
work around 
that. On 
Saturday Tim 
landed in a 
small clover 

field and Sunday he landed in the 
area where the kites were staged. 
A lot of other balloons joined us on 
Sunday morning. The winds were 
perfect for a run at the filed.

On a personal side note: Tim 
and I had to make a fast trip to 
California due to his mother’s death 
just before the rally. We dropped 
off our balloon trailer in Grants 
Pass and drove on down to the Bay 
Area. We left California just in 
time to make it to pilot check in on 
Thursday night. I sent out an email 
to all our traveling crew to tell them 
we would not be tailgating after the 
flights. I just would not have time to 
prepare the food. As it turned out, 
I would not have had the energy 
either. I was exhausted as we rolled 
into town from the south. So how 
did our crew handle this news? Kim 
Boyle and Megan Smith joined 
forces and provided tailgate food 
for everyone. I was so touched by 
their thoughtful kindness. Tim and I 
were also recipients of a lot of much 
needed hugs that weekend by crew 
and pilots alike. Our ballooning 
family is the best. 

2019 Grants Pass Balloon & Kite Festival
by Shari Gale

As you can clearly see, Tim landed right on the edge of the alfalfa field. 
Balloonmeister, Bob Raper, was nice enough to blaze a trail into the clover 
patch for easy retrieval.  Photos on this page by Shari Gale.

The kites at the festival came in all sizes and shapes.
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Grants Pass Photos
by Shari Gale

The news of this rally is spreading to Canada. 
This year there were four pilots who drove down 
to Grants Pass for this event. For one of those 
pilots, the drive took him three days!

The winds were so light there was no need to carefully consider just how you wanted to lay out your 
envelope. Any direction seemed to work as well as the next. 

Photo right: Here is our back yard landing 
site on Friday morning. It fit Knight-N-Gale 
perfectly.

No, he did not land in the sprinklers. There was 
too much water for it to be tempting.
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Grants Pass Photos
by Cory Miller

Cory and Angela Miller crewed for Kearney 
Davis while they were in Grants Pass. Cory 
generously shared all these pictures.

Photo to the immediate right: Kearney tried with 
all his might to find a wind that would take him 
away from the alfalfa fields. He finally settled 
on an alternate method of getting north. That’s 
a fextival golf cart towing him along the farm 
road.

As you can see from the bottom photo, the winds 
were not as kind in the late evenings during night 
glow. However, everyone put on a good show on 
both Friday and Saturday nights.
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Grants Pass Photos
by Kim Boyle

Grants Pass Photos
by Patti McCarter

The two photos to the right were taken by Patti 
McCarter on her flight Sunday morning. The one 
to the immediate right shows all the “roads” the 
farmer cut into his field to create parking lots for 
the festival. The balloons are all landing in the 
kite staging areas.

Kim Boyle took  these photos during his flight 
Saturday morning. 

Below you can see one half of the launch field 
at Parkside Elementary School. There was more 
than enough room to lay out. 

The hills around Grants Pass help create some 
interesting wind patterns during the course of 
the morning. Drifting off into the hills was not 
advisable, but if the pilot stayed within the valley 
there were lots of places to land. Staying in the 
valley was quite easy. The winds could not have 
been better. 
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20)					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail,	the	WAS	Facebook	page	and	the	website.	We	
recognize	and	respect	our	member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	
other	members,	please	indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	
might	be	shared	with	other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

❑	Do Not	share	name
❑	Do Not	share	address
❑	Do Not	share	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Balloons flying over Grants Pass, Oregon the first weekend of June. Photo by Patti McCarter

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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