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See you at
the next 

WAS meeting on  

October 12 
at 1:00 pm at the

Lynx FBO (new building)
14356 Keil Rd NE, Aurora, OR

There will be a presentation on the
balloon rally in France. There will be 

lots of photos, videos and stories!
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Wearing a beret is optional 
at the October WAS Meeting

Our topic will be: 
Experiencing the 2019 
Mondial rally in France

Saturday, October 12, 2019, 1:00 PM
At the Lynx FBO, Aurora State Airport, 
14357 Keil Rd NE, Aurora, Oregon

Please bring 
a snack to share 
if you wish

See you there!
or as the French 
say: “à bientôt!”

Email:  ExecComm@wasballoon.info

Thank You So Much!
Any newsletter is only as good 

as the content. I am very fortunate 
in that respect. People voluntarily 
send me photos, and occasionally an 
article. When I ask for permission 
to reprint a photo I’ve seen 
somewhere. I’ve never had anyone 
turn me down.

This month Cory Miller 
voluntarily gave me access to all the 
photos he took in Albany, Boise and 
Reno. That’s a lot of photos. It was 
hard to pick which ones to use.

Debby Young, who flies the 
Elvis balloon, immediately granted 
me access to the photos she posted 
on Facebook from the Boise event.

Kearney Davis, Scott Shields, 
and Larry Simberger also 
contributed photos. 

To top it all off, Marianne 
LeDoux created a delightful balloon 
themed cartoon. She plans to create 
more of them, and she will allow 
me to print them in this newsletter. I 
could not be more pleased.

I want them all to know how 
much I appreciate their kindness and 
support.

Shari Gale
Newsletter Editor

http://www.wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

October 5-13, 2019
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque,	New	Mexico
https://www.balloonfiesta.com

Saturday, October 12, 2019
1:00 PM
General WAS meeting
Topic:	Flying	in	France
Location:	Lynx	FBO,	Aurora	Airport,	
14357	Keil	Rd	NE,	Aurora,	Oregon

October 16-20, 2019
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:
https://
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

Northwest Art and Air Festival Splash ‘n’ Dash by Larry Simberger

It’s Fall — The Season to Nominate 
New WAS Executive Committee Members for next year. 

If you want to run for President, Vice President or Secretary/Treasurer please contact 
the current board right away. E-mail contact info is on page 2.

https://www.balloonfiesta.com
https://wallawallaballoonstampede.com
https://wallawallaballoonstampede.com
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The Northwest Art and Air 
Festival is and always has been one 
of my favorite events. The people in 
the Albany area really support the 
event. Balloons are only one aspect. 
There’s lots to do over the weekend. 
The Young Eagles give plane rides 
to kids, there are many handicraft 
booths, a car show, and multiple free 
concerts. This year’s headliner was 
Rick Springfield. 

The best part of the weekend 
was the weather. We got four out 
of four morning flights, plus a 
successful night glow. You can’t beat 
that! 

The only down side to our 
weekend was the fire alarm in our 
motel. It kept going off beginning 
at 3:00 AM our first night in town. 
It went off another five or six times 
before we forced ourselves out of 
bed. Since it happened on our first 
night in town it meant the motel 
was able to get the alarm company 
out on Friday to fix it. Being able to 
sleep through the night during a rally 
weekend is vastly under rated. 

As always, the landing sites 
around Albany were plentiful with 
easy access and happy landowners. 
Our first landing was in a field that 
had been treated with lime. On a 
plowed field it is easy to spot an area 
treated with lime from the air. When 
it is spread on a recently harvested, 
unplowed field it is impossible to 
know it is there before you land. 
Luckily, for us Jeff and Debbye 
Beebe were already in the field and 
had their tarps spread out. They not 
only let us use them, they did not 
even ask us to fold them up. (We 
helped anyway.)

On Friday morning several pilots 
made it into the Freeway Lakes. 
Some wonderful photos were taken 
from the air and from the backyard 
of one extremely welcoming 
homeowner. She had lawn chairs 
out in the back yard where she was 
joined by her grandchildren and a 
neighbor. They cheered whenever a 
balloon touched the water. 

Friday evening’s Night Glow 
worked. It is usually windy at 
Timber Linn Park once the sun goes 
down, but this year the winds were 
managable. There was a very large 
crowd. They were well entertained 
before the glow began. 

Michael Glen set up his baby 
bee, Joey. The snapping camera 
shutters could be heard clear across 
the field. Karalyn Mumm assembled 
her basket and let kids climb in. 
They were allowed to operate the 
burner if they were brave enough. 
The smiles on their faces just lit up 
the place. The parents were very 
happy with an opportunity for a 
great photo as well. 

On Saturday, the pilots who took 
off a little later than the majority, 
found they had a wind taking them 
north if they stayed low. More than 
one dipped into Timberlinn Lake. 
Kearney Davis visited the lake and 
then went across town. He then 
looped back around to the launch 
field. He landed within 20 feet of his 
actual launch site. What to do in this 
situation? He brought out his tether 
ropes and gave rides, of course. He 
was the most popular balloonist in 
town.

Chris Whitfield, and the Albany 
Parks and Recreation Department 

work very hard on this event. The 
amount of effort they put into this 
event shows. The festival is well 
organized and all the little things are 
covered. A huge thank you goes out 
to everyone who volunteered their 
time and to the event sponsors. 

We are already looking forward 
to going back next year.

The top photo was sent in by Kearney Davis. 
Here is proof that some balloons made it to the 
lake in Timber Linn Park. The photo above was 
taken by Cory Miller as Kearney tethered back 
in the launch field.

Northwest Art & Air Festival Never Disappoints
By Shari Gale
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Congratulations, Scott!
Scott Shields was awarded the 

Balloon Federation of America’s 
Ed Yost Master Pilot Award for 
flying for over 40 years without 
an accident. The award was 
presentented to him by his brother 
Jeff Shields, aka, Kong.  

More Splash ‘n’ Dash Photos taken in Albany

This amazing photo was 
sent to my iPhone by 
someone during the NW 
Art & Air Festival. I just 
don’t know who sent it to 
me. Therefore, I cannot 
give photo credit. It was 
just too good a shot to 
leave out of the newsletter. 
May the photographer 1) 
forgive me and 2) identify 
him/herself.

Shari Gale, Editor

This photo and 
the photo of Drew 
Brown’s balloon at 
the bottom on the 
right by Shari Gale

Photo by Scott Shields

The Stars Are Aligned
It’s Time To Make

a Nomination 

Please make a nomination 
for the WAS Aeronaut of the 
Year and Crew Member of the 
Year. 

Also, if you want to run for 
the Executive Committee now 
is the time to volunteer.

Send your nominations 
by e-mail to ExecComm@
wasballoon.info

mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Albany’s Northwest Art & Air Festival
Photos by Cory Miller
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Albany’s Northwest Art & Air Festival
Photos by Shari Gale

Balloonmeister Chris Whitfield out standing in his 
field during the Night Glow.

Mary Heath was sporting an early morning smile. A young “enthusiastic” crew member not 
quite ready for the early morning hour.

Carmen Blakely inspecting her envelope. Edie Stoaks is always ready to crew.

Laura Hancock introduced her sponsors to the inside of Morning Glory. 

Jeff Beebe gives two of his crew a ride.
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We only had two days at home 
to get ready for the eight-hour trip 
to Boise after a great weekend in 
Albany. I, obviously, did not even 
bother to put the suitcases away. In 
some respects it made it easier to get 
ready for Boise, but in other respects 
I was not ready to give up my own 
pillow just yet.

We did not attend the Kid’s Day 
on Wednesday, August 28. We used 
that day as a travel day. A travel day 
which included a flat tire on our 
trailer as we drove east on I-84 in 
almost 100° weather. It was reported 
that Kid’s Day was a huge success. 
An estimated 5,000 children were 
given free tether rides. To say this 
is a popular event in Boise is an 

understatement.
On Media Day there was 

almost a full contingent of pilots 
in the briefing tent. The weather 
looked good, but there was virga 
off to the west and coming our 
way. Hmm. To fly or not to fly? 
Almost everyone chose to give it a 
go. The Boise box wind was there. 
Many pilots, including Tim, landed 
back in the park. By the time he 
landed the winds had picked up 
a lot. For the first time ever I lost 
him while sitting in the same field 
he landed in. Knight-N-Gale was 
obscured by a tree as he came back 
into the field. I was looking in his 
direction of flight when I realized 
he’d changed directions and had 
landed a fair distance behind me on 
my left while I’d been looking to 
my right. He landed fairly hard and 
tipped over. Several guys ran up to 
the basket to keep it from dragging 
through the park. Who were the 
guys? They turned out to be the 
local FAA employees. How is that 
for introducing yourself to the local 
authorities?

As we were pulling the envelope 
down the wind suddenly shifted 90° 
which caused the fabric to drape 
over the drone equipment set up by 
one of the local TV stations. Their 
lead drone pilot and I both jumped 
to hover over the equipment to keep 
the fabric from touching it. All was 
well. There was no damage to either 

their equipment or our envelope.
More than one pilot reported 

interesting landings due to wind 
changes that morning.

Friday was totally different. 
Friday was a 10 out of a possible 10 
kind of day. The winds were gentle 
(and stayed that way) and there was 
an easy box back to the launch field. 
Almost everyone landed back on the 
field. The spectators loved the show. 
Our passengers loved it even more. 

One of our passengers 
represented the event sponsor, 
TruckStop.com. We were given a 
banner to put on our basket. The 
sponsor was thinking semi-truck 
when they should have been thinking 
Mini Cooper. The banner was 
gigantic! It covered two sides of our 
basket. It 
was heavy 
enough 
we did not 
have to tie 
it down at 
the bottom. 
That saved 
us. If we’d 
tied down 
the bottom 
we would 
not have had access to four out of 
our six basket handles. 

Friday night we were, once 
again, asked to be part of the 
glow. We lined up for our police 

2019 Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
    By Shari Gale

   Photo by Cory Miller

Continued on page 9Photo by Debby Young
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escort to the launch field. The cops 
closed off a freeway and many city 
streets during commuter hours as 
they escorted us to the park. They 
zoomed past us on their motorcycles 
as they leap frogged to close 
down roads crossing our path. We, 
of course, got to run red lights. 
Somehow this never gets old. 

The glow worked perfectly. 
The winds always seem to die 
down just when they need to during 
the evening hours in Boise. Katie 
Griggs should have received a 
special award for Night Glow valor. 
She volunteered at the last minute 
to glow. She had not packed any 
flashlights, so Katie and her crew 
took down her balloon in the dark 
with only a pair of light-up gloves 
she’d received as a pilot gift. They 
must have done it right because she 
was flying the next morning. 

Katie had a special mission in 
Boise. She was there representing 
the Balloon Federation of America. 
She awarded Scott Spencer the Ed 
Yost Award for 40 years of safe 
flight. Scott had no clue what was 
going on as Katie started to speak. I 
watched his face and it wasn’t until 
Katie mentioned that the recipient 
of the award flies the Mickey Mouse 
balloon that the light came on. He 
was totally surprised. Surprised and 
very pleased — obviously.

Saturday morning I wandered 
over to ask if they had additional 
passengers for us. I did not need to 
since we’d already hauled our two 
sponsor passengers the day before. 
We were asked to take up a woman 
who had just moved to Boise from 
Puerto Rico. She was so excited to 
get to go up in the balloon she could 
not stand still. She was waving to 
the crowd with such vigor she could 
have almost flown without the aid 
of any type of aircraft. It was fun 
to watch her lift off the field, but it 
turned out to be the beginning of 
one of the worst recoveries I’ve ever 
experienced. 

I made the huge mistake of 
waiting too long to exit the park. I 
compounded that mistake by going 
out the north entrance towards 
Americana Avenue where three 
large parking lots full of spectators 
were also trying to exit the park. As 
soon as I drove off the grass onto 
the park street system I was stuck in 
horrible traffic. I barely could move 
forward. Why? The people in Boise 
are just too darned polite. When I 
left the field there was another chase 
vehicle ahead of me. There were just 
two cars between us. By the time I 
finally managed to get on the main 
park road there were at least 12 to 
15 cars between us. Everyone was 
letting cars merge in ahead of them. 

Luckily, we had another car 
chasing Knight-N-Gale. Tim landed 

fairly far away in Garden City near 
the fairgrounds. The other chase 
vehicle made it to his landing site 
long before I even got out of the 
park boundaries. In fact, a “flotilla” 
of senior citizens riding motorized 
scooters made it to the landing site 
before I did. 

Sunday was the “Last Dance” of 
the event. We’d been blessed with 
flyable weather every day, plus the 
night glow was successful. Would 
Sunday’s flight work? There was 
a front coming in. The pilots were 
advised to keep their flights short if 
they were going to launch. Tim only 
flew for a half an hour and landed 
in the park. There were still lots of 
spectators everywhere. He invited 
people over to take photos and to ask 
questions. He stayed inflated a long 
time before we decided it was time 
to put KNG down. We chose to walk 

Spirit of Boise
Continued from page 8

KNG over to a better area to deflate. 
During that stroll through the park 
we walked through the Porta-Potty 
competition area. The contest had 
been held the day before, but it 
didn’t matter, the temptation was too 
great. Tim knocked over a portable 
toilet just for the sheer pleasure of 
doing it. The spectators and our crew 
loved it. He received a rousing cheer 
from everyone. 

Finally, it was time to say good-
bye to our Boise ballooning family. 
It’s always hard to leave that town. 
We are already looking forward to 
the 2020 Spirit of Boise Balloon 
Classic.

Katie Griggs presented Scott Spencer with the 
Ed Yost Master Pilot Award during the morning 
pilot briefing. Photo by Joe Chierici.
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2019 Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Photos by Cory Miller
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2019 Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Photos by Shari Gale
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2019 Spirit of Boise 
Balloon Classic
Photos by Debby Young

We all know Marianne LeDoux is a very talented 
painter. Come to find out she is also a very talented 
cartoon artist. Marianne has graciously allowed her very 
first cartoon to be published in this newsletter.

Thank you Marianne!

Flying HABits by Marianne LeDoux

Power Line Safety Discussion
The FAA has recently published an article in their 

September/October 2019 issue of FAA Safety Briefing. It 
is by Adam Magee, an FAA Safety Team Representative. 
It is titled “The Dangerous Power of Power Lines: Tips 
for Avoiding Collisions and Close Encounters.”

You can find the article online at:
http://links.govdelivery.com/

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTAzLjk3NDA2NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwOTAzLjk3NDA2NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc4MTU2MCZlbWFpbGlkPWNoZWNrbThAY29tY2FzdC5uZXQmdXNlcmlkPWNoZWNrbThAY29tY2FzdC5uZXQmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&109&&&https://adobe.ly/32pHHZV
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2019 Great Reno Balloon Race
Photos by Cory Miller
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20)					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail,	the	WAS	Facebook	page	and	the	website.	We	
recognize	and	respect	our	member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	
other	members,	please	indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	
might	be	shared	with	other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

❑	Do Not	share	name
❑	Do Not	share	address
❑	Do Not	share	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Carmen Blakely rises above all those around her during the recent Northwest Art and Air 
Festival in Albany, Oregon. Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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